
 
Dear Labour Councillor  
  
I am writing to you from the Unite housing workers branch because of the deepening crisis 
of austerity and a deep housing crisis with rising homelessness along with a squeeze on the 
conditions of housing workers and government austerity policies that, if implemented, will 
make things worse.     

The Local Government Association has identified a need for homelessness services to 
receive a 27.2% increase in funding over the next three years simply to maintain the current 
inadequate service levels for example. This is just one indicator of the scale of the crisis 
which will not be reversed by talk of levelling up.   

We are keen to work with councilors who are prepared to say no to cuts and to set legal, 
balanced, no cuts needs based budgets. You may be aware that Unite adopted this position 
at our policy conference last year.   

In the housing workers branch our members work predominantly for housing associations 
and homelessness agencies. They see the destructive impact of local government cuts 
directly. Unite is committed to supporting candidates that fight on its policies and, with the 
local government elections approaching, we will actively support candidates fighting on this 
basis.   

Unite General Secretary Sharon Graham expressed the position as follows, "We know that 
central government is not giving councils the money they need. But it is not enough for 
councillors to shrug their shoulders and pass the buck. Local authorities can agree balanced, 
legal budgets that do not make cuts. It is perfectly possible for them to use their reserves 
and borrowing powers to plug gaps while at the same time campaigning for adequate 
central government funding to safeguard council services. I would like to see my union at 
the heart of integrated campaigns inside communities, fighting for better services and giving 
council workers the proper pay rise they deserve."   

As a Labour councillor we hope you will be prepared to confirm your public support for this 
policy and to vote against all cuts.   

Paul Kershaw 

Chair Unite (LE1111) housing worker’s branch    

 


