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Supporting a National Tenants’ and Residents’ Union


This branch / committee is all too keenly aware that a deep and devastating housing crisis has developed in Britain. We therefore note with interest that the Social Housing Action Campaign (SHAC) is leading a project to develop a national tenants and residents union (NTRU) and is seeking support from trade unions.

Background

Tenants (renters) and residents (leaseholders and shared owners) are outflanked when trying to challenge large, powerful corporate landlords who have seemingly endless resources and superior access to decision makers in local and national government, and to the press.

This creates an environment in which the landlord narrative is dominant, and alternative perspectives are silenced. We see estates left with life-threatening disrepairs, rising rents, service charge abuse, race and disability discrimination, rife antisocial behaviour, the loss of low-cost rental housing, a lack of access to legal remedy, revenge evictions and landlord harassment.

These trends have a devastating impact on those affected. Physical and mental sickness is caused by unhealthy homes. Maintaining stable employment is almost impossible when people are forced to relocate regularly. Harmful disruption to work and education results when families have to frequently register with new schools, health and other support services. 
There are many community and campaign groups carrying out excellent work to help tenants and residents self-organise, but no national organisation of sufficient scale to redress the landlord-tenant power imbalance. There is therefore an urgent need for an NTRU grounded in the principles of democratic self-organisation and self-empowerment. Its main activities would be to support tenants and residents with individual casework, resource collective campaigns, and advocate for legislative and political policy changes that favour tenants and residents, not landlords.

In less than two months, SHAC has gathered support from ten housing and disability rights campaign groups including Unite Community’s national housing action branch, and around 35 tenant and resident associations, with others considering support (see the list on p3). We now need the funds to host a conference bringing all these groups in one place to take the project into its next phase.
This branch therefore agrees:

· To donate £_________ towards this project.

· To send this motion to the national executive of our union.

· To confirm to SHAC that our branch / committee can be added as a supporter.

Donation details:
Via PayPal

· www.paypal.com/paypalme/SHAction 
Via GoFundMe

· www.gofundme.com/f/social-housing-action-campaign 
By bank transfer (BACS):

· Account – The Social Housing Action Campaign

· Account number – 20434685

· Sort Code – 60-83-01
Sponsored by:

· Unite Encirc Bristol SW/8220
· Unite Gloucester District SW/007 Branch

· Unite Housing Workers LE/1111 Branch

Supported by the following campaign groups:
· Advice for Renters

· Campaign for Fair Rents

· DPAC

· GSA Residents

· Housing Rebellion

· Housing Sector

· Kensington & Chelsea & Westminster Scrutiny Group

· London Federation of Housing Coops 

· Refurbish Don't Demolish

· Southampton Tenants Union

· Streets Kitchen

· Unite Community Housing Action Group

· Unite Housing Workers Branch (LE1111)
· Inclusion London

And the following tenants’ and residents’ associations: 
· Akash Residents in Camden

· An Empty House Isn't a Home

· Ashwood Social Group

· Auckland Rise and Sylvan Hill Residents Association

· Bawley Court Tenants and Residents Association

· Beck House Residents Association

· Bermondsey Spa Residents Association 

· Birstall Park Court Residents Committee

· Bolney Meadow Community Board
· BPHA Residents

· Briar Close Tenants Association

· Bristowe Close Tenants and Residents Association
· Caldwell Gardens Estate Tenants and Residents Association
· Canada Court and Clifton Lodge Tenants and Residents Association

· Causeway Farm Residents

· Central Hill Estate Residents Association

· CityPoint Residents Association Brighton

· Community Housing Tenants Association
· Cranworth Residents
· Cumberland Market Management Committee

· Five Towers Residents Association

· Friary Park Preservation Group

· Gray's Inn Tenants Association

· Guardian Court Residents Association

· Hastings Area Southern Housing Tenants Association

· Independent Tenants' Association for Guinness Court

· India House Scrutiny Panel 

· Kemsley Tenants Resident Association

· Leeds & District Housing Action Group

· Matilda Apartments Residents Group

· Merchants Walk Residents' Association

· Minerva Estate Residents Association

· Mustchin Foundation

· North Warwickshire Borough Wide Tenant Forum

· One Housing Residents Action Group
· Palace Road Estate Residents Association
· Pinder Court Residents Collective

· Pioneer House Residents Association

· Rendall and Rittner Action Network

· Ripple Effect Riverside

· Ripple Effect Thames View

· Royal Mint Court Residents Association

· Salcombe Lodge Residents Association

· Sherwood Close Association

· Sir Thomas More Estate Residents Association
· Sittingbourne and Sheppey Residents Association
· Soothill Tenants & Resident's Group

· South Thamesmead TRA

· Southampton Tenants Union

· St Martins Tenants and Residents Association

· Stockwell Towers Group

· Street by Street

· Suttons Wharf South (46 Palmers Road) Tenants and Residents

· Tenants Standing Together Association
· Thornton Park Residents Association
· Trellick Tower Residents Association

· Victoria Park Community Association

· Waterfront Residents and Tenants
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